Source of material
While trying to prepare carbide sulfides of praseodymium from the elements, e.g. Pr2CS [1, 2] (trigonal, Rim, anfj-NaFeCh-type crystal structure [3] according to preliminary results from X-ray powder diffraction data), using sodium chloride as flux, tantalum hemicarbide (Ta2C) was obtained as a by-product in sealed tantalum capsules as shiny metallic platelets along with Ta2CS2 [4, 5] . The 2:1:1-molar mixtures of the elements (Pr, C, S) were heated within 3 days up to 1673 Κ and held there for 50 hours before the power to the furnace was turned off.
Discussion
The hydrolysis-stable title compound has been described already in 1965 with the help of neutron powder diffraction data inexplicably in the space group P31m (No. 162) with half occupation on the tantalum position {Ah) [6] , Our investigations unambiguously Table 3 . Atomic coordinates and displacement parameters (in A 2 ). 
